Indian scientific community. A perfect avenue for executing the above plan was provided by the newly established Kusuma School of Biological Sciences at IIT Delhi. Thus evolved an international conference on 'Nucleic acids in disease and disorder', organized by the Kusuma School of Biosciences in association with Supercomputing Facility for Bioinformatics & Computational Biology, from 7 to 9 December 2011 at IIT Delhi. The programme provided an excellent opportunity to the students and the scientific community to discuss the latest developments in the diverse issues pertaining to the structure, dynamics, stability, interaction and function of nucleic acids.
The (Singh and Shah 2012; Mittal and Jayaram 2012) . About 150 participants from all over India, in addition to the distinguished speakers from abroad, attended the meeting.
The editors of the Journal of Biosciences have kindly consented to bring out the proceedings of the conference as a special issue. This volume is a culmination of these events.
